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The Tudor Choir performs
Taverner’'s Western Wind Mass

WHAT: The Tudor Choir performs English Renaissameesic by John Taverner, including the
Western Wind Mass

WHEN: Saturday, October 27, 2007
8:00 pm (one-hour concert without intermission)

WHERE: St. James Cathedral, 804 Ninth Ave., Seattle

ADMISSION: $20 suggested donation; students anbs@ay as able
Reserved passes available in advance at www.tuoioraiy

INFO: For more information, call the Tudor Chair296.323.9415
or email info@tudorchoir.org

The Tudor Choir, directed by Doug Fullington, vglle a single performance of English
Renaissance composer John Taverner's Western Wasd Nblus other works by Taverner, on Saturday,
October 27 at 8:00pm at St. James Cathedral, 80h Mive., Seattle. Admission is by suggested
donation: $20 for adults, with students and sermasgng as able. Advance reserved passes arelaeaila
online at www.tudorchoir.org. The Tudor Choir’s fmemance of works by John Taverner is sponsored in
part by 4 Culture.

John Taverner was the most important English caspof the first half of the f6century and
bridged the gap between the complex style of Iateekntury composers and the simpler style of the las
composers for England’s Sarum (Catholic) rite,udahg Thomas Tallis, among others. Taverner was
born around 1490, perhaps near Tattershall in Livstdre, and died in Boston, Lincolnshire in 1546.
1525 he was appointed the first choirmaster of @atdCollege, Oxford (now called Christ Church,
Oxford).

Taverner’s Le Roy” Kyrietakes its name from the tune he placed in theasmpline of his four-
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part setting. Thée Roy‘square,” as it was called, was a melody sungaalylMass — Mass devoted to
the Virgin Mary — on Sundays, according to the Sarite. Lady Mass was often a more intimate liturgy
than the Mass of the day, requiring the particgatf only a small number of singers.

Westron wyndés a courtly love song whose tune may have beemposed by Taverner himself.
Certainly he used the melody as the basis for evoice mass setting, now called the Western Wind
Mass, as did his younger contemporaries Christopyerand John Sheppard. Four sections of the mass
are set — Gloria, Creed, Sanctus & Benedictus agriué\ Dei. Taverner employs the tune dozens of time
throughout his setting, most often in the soprame but also in the tenor and bass. The WestermdWin
Mass is one of the most lyrical works in the wholldRenaissance vocal music.

Taverner's votive antiphoBaude plurimundates from around 1520 and is a tour-de-force of
five-part vocal writing — akin to a 12-minute vosgimphony — with contrasting duets, trios and ¢hibir

passages that form a magnificent summary of Taveraehievements.

Program(One-hour performance without intermission)

“Le Roy” Kyrie John Taverner (c.1490-1545)
Western Wind Mass John Taverner
Gaude plurimum John Taverner

About the Tudor Choir

Hailed as “a superb choirGramophong as well as “a choir to watchFanfare, the Tudor Choir and

its director Doug Fullington are receiving incremshational and international attention as integyseof
Renaissance polyphony and early American musicnéediin 1993, the Seattle-based professional vocal
chamber ensemble comprises 12 core singers, buxgeamd to up to 40 members for works such as
Thomas Tallis’s monument&pem in aliumAs Artists-in-Residence at St. Mark’s Cathed&sattle, and

a Resident Ensemble at St. Thomas Episcopal Chuidedina, the choir presented an annual
subscription series through spring 2007 and hasnmeed under guest conductors including Peter
Phillips, Paul Hillier, Andrew Parrott, Stephen Giteiry and Martin Haselbodck. The choir also has made
guest appearances with Mark Morris Dance Groupifieétorthwest Ballet and Early Music Guild of
Seattle. Recent appearances include performanéestval Vancouver, Annas Bay Music Festival and
Early Music Society of the Islands. The choir'saetings of Renaissance polyphony, English carats an

early American music have been released on theR&dtbordings label.

Upcoming performances

Handel'sMessiah— The Tudor Choir and Seattle Barogue Orchestitgpaiform Handel’' svlessiahon
Saturday, December 22 at Town Hall, Seattle. iekets and information, visit

www.townhallseattle.org.



